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“Spice” and Fentanyl
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Recent Incidents in Skid Row
Impact on Emergency Medical Services
DPH actions
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Spice (Synthetic Cannabinoid or K2)
WARNING: Spice use can lead to :

o O u t reac h to severe illness and even death

1. What is Spice (also called synthetic cannabinoid or K2)?
Synthetic (man-made) Spice is a drug that is usually sprayed on
dried plants, like oregano or basal. 11's sold ina solid form that can

L
be smoked, or in a liquid form that can be wmed into vapor. Spice
I 15 sometimes called “synthetic manjuana”, because the chemicals
in Spice are similar 1o marijuana plants. Spice is also incorrectly

labelled as a “safe” or “natural” alternative (o marijuana, but it
usually has no real marjuana. The only natural parts of this drug
are the dried plants, Spice is more powerful than the ingredients in
marijuana and is dangerous 1o use

L L
service providers on | o
Spice affects people in many ways. These effects include

H

= Death *  High blood pressure
s Change in behavior «  Hean beating too fast or too slow
. o Fainting o Nousea (feeling sick)
& Extreme anxiety (mervousness) s Yomiting
Skid Row
. Why is Spice dangerous?

w

Spice can have unknown, poisonous chemicals in it that cause dangerous health effecis. Spice is often sold
as an “herbal ™ product in eolorful packages that are attractive to youth. Spice s a newer man-made drug
and vou can never be sure that it"s safe
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Fentanyl Overdoses

* April 2016, 48 overdoses and 10 deaths
In Sacramento County

* No cases were reported in
LAC

* Fentanylis an ongoing
concern due to increased
street availability



a"‘ OF LO§" 4"';:-‘_ -
5 % ( COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
<it5) A\ Public Health
SAlFouit

Opioid Prevention Efforts

e DPH’s Safe Med LA, a
countywide prescription @
drug abuse coalition,
addresses Fentanyl abuse

— Safe prescribing
guidelines to reduce -

. . et IR T T Twan
opioid diversion -~

— Community education f""w-' Loz I I

11 ; | - -

about safe opioid use Sy - u!: :

and storage
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Next Steps

e Update provider network and stakeholders
on new developments in Spice, fentanyl,
and other drug use

* Collaborate with first responders, law
enforcement, and City and District
Attorneys to minimize future outbreaks of
Spice, fentanyl, and other drugs
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